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land simply to preserve order; there was to be a
plebiscite with a free vote with Hitler abiding by
the result; finally he was prepared to join in the
international guarantee of the new Czech State in
whose welfare he for the first time displayed a
benevolent interest. Mr. Chamberlain said in his
speech to Parliament the next day that he believed
Hitler meant what he said when he stated these
things. The obscurities and differences had now in
Mr. Chamberlain's view been narrowed down to a
point "where really it was unreasonable that they
could not be settled by negotiation."

During the night of September 27th-28th the
Chancelleries were moving with increased momentum
towards conference. Mr. Roosevelt addressed a
second personal appeal to Hitler. Negotiations
should be continued, "nothing stands in the way
of widening their scope into a conference of all the
nations directly interested in the present contro-
versy." M. Bonnet had also sent instructions
to his Ambassador in Berlin to make what was
called "a new proposition" to the German Chancel-
lor. He also suggested that the British Government
should approach Mussolini "to join in a proposal
for a conference." Finally a most significant reaction
came from Berlin in the issue at 2 a.m. on the 28th
by the official German news agency of a formal denial
that general mobilization had been set by Hitler for
that afternoon. It was to this accompaniment of
political and diplomatic pressure that Mr. Chamber-
lain made his decisive contributions on that Wednes-
day morning when he dispatched his "final appeal"
to Hitler and a personal message to Mussolini. In
the appeal to Hitler it should be noted that in
proposing a conference to arrange the transfer he
gave Hitler the option of calling in France and
Italy but made Czech representation a condition.